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mer has ‘Golden Spirit
Exotic cars found '
“to sell in any type
of economic cllmate
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| By Mlchael Langberg .

British L

The Associuted Press

Survival was still the name of the game lfor 198182,

Sun-Sentinel Business Writer

Detroit is no longer,in the dream busmess B ckivﬁéh gasoline cost 25
cents a gallon, automobiles were decked’ ol with, tail 4ins, ornate
grillework and, other stylish but unnecessary | furies.’ Todav. Amérimn
cars seem to have all evolved the same boxy prngle i P

‘For the f rustrated motorist who stil) wants to turn heads while driving
down the street, Zimmer Motor Ca rs Corp. is creating $55,900 fiberglass
fantasies in a smdll fath}r) on SW 12th Avenue in Pompann Beach.

The (..uldvn bpml 1S gvery mxurv car of the 1930s “‘ldt never was.
Flared fenders delicately.arch over wire wheels. Large Teather straps
hold down the trunk.. An eag!{' dehdm.ly bpreads l'lb cabl meml wmgs atop
1he radiator: . o LA (s ltas T

But unlike any of the classic automobiles by which it was inspired, the
Spirit holds a modern V-8 engine under the hood, the seats have air-

powered lumbar supports and air (wmdmomng IS availab]e at the ﬂlck of
a swilch,

For Zimmer Motor Cars. part of Zimmer Homeh Corp., ths flight of

[ancy is a vehicle for down-to-earth profits, ¥

By the end of this week, Zimmer Motor Cars had alr eady ﬂrwan 31
mmplelvd cars out of its factory and had a healthy backlog of 83
automobiles on order. The company aims to produce 350 cars a year
starting in 1982 *

While Zimmer executives won't discuss specific fmancml details, it's a
simple multiplication problem to realize 350 autos a'year at $55,900 each
will equal sales of $19.6 million. Indeed, Zimmer Motor Cars expects 1o
be running in the black by the end of next month,

The Golden Spirit is a butterfly that, before emerging tmm its cocoof
at the Zimmer factory, begins life as a prosaic, Ford Mustang. Zimmer
strips the Mustangs down to their chassis and passenger compartments,
adds a 38-inch extender to the front end and then rebuilds the ecars with
a custom body and interior. f

Plans for creation of the Golden-Spirit first began to take xhape about
(WO years ago.

Pauvl Zimmer, chairman and prealdenl of Zimmer Homes (‘orp was
watching the market for his company's products wobble through another
recession. (Zimmer Homes builds mobile homes, small motor homes and
customizes van interiors. For the first three quarters of 1980, the
company reported sales of $63.3 million and net income of $157. 000.)

Although still managing to turn a prefit in the middle of bad times for
the manufactured housing industry, Paul Zimmer wanted to use his

company's skills 10 build a product that would sell in any economic
(' hqidtp

He found an answer in exotic automaobiles.

“There 1s an increased demand for the specialty autes that Detroit no
longer produces.” Paul Zimmer declares. "The American love affair with
the automobile continues

And so Zimmer Motor Cars Corp. was founded as a subsidiary of
Zimmer Homes and set about creating a car.

xamining the desires of buvers ftor the handful of exotic cars which
are hand-built in small shops around the country, Paul Zimmer decided
that customers felt nostalgic — particularly for the automobiles of the

19305, Al the same time, these buyers didn't want to sacrifiee the safet.y |

and comtort of a modern sedan. |

The Golden Spirit first took shape in a sketch by Paul Zlmmer that
was fleshed out by company engineers. Exterior demgns were based on
the most memorable features of ihe classic Duesenberg, Mercedes, Cord,

- Cadillac ana Packard. Under the hood and inside the passenger compart-
- ment would be the best and most modern components. :

Robert Zimmer, Paul’s 28-year-old-son and sales manager of Zimmer
Homes' van conversion division, was made vige presldt-n! of the new
company.

The first model was completed last fally arml the Gblden Spirit, was
introduced to the world at the Miami Auto Show in November, .

But it is round dollar figures, not the sleek eurves of the Golden Spirit,
that Paul and Bob Zimmer insist is the attraction for them in exotic
automobiles. Neither father nor son owns one of the cars they produce.

“The philosophy of this company is really8imple.” says Bob Zimmer.

\\lmw ver vou do, you do to make moneya: - ¥
“This is actually a very well-timed business decision, Our business (in
exotic cars) is not affected by recession. We aré dedlmg with a clientele
that has money regardless «f market conditions.”

Unlike manufactured housing, where 80 percent of purchases are
financed, Paul Zimmer says “the markeél we serve pays cash.”

Fiven though the Golden Spirit looks like nothing else on the road
today, producing the auto i1s not as rddiéal a dopdrtule for ?lmmﬂr
Homes at it might seem at first glance. b

The company already had expenenco“ custommng vehicle, m’termrs

and handling fiberglass -
turing the Golden Spirit.

More to the point, Zimmer Homes had decided to shut down its van
conversion facility in Pompano Beach (The company now does most of its
manufacturing at plants in Georgia, Texas, Indiana, Pennsylvania and
Kansas). Zimmer Motor Cars now employs 43 production workers and 11
managers in the Pompano shop - a shop that would otherwise stand
vacant,

Production of the Golden Spirit starts with destruction.

A white 1981 Ford Mustang is driven onto the shop floor where all the
body, except for the roof and doors. is cut off. Machinists then extend the
wheelbase from 104 to 142 inehes. Special steering and brake mecha-
nisms are installed.

Fiberglass body parts, which are manufactured in a separate area of
the shop, are then bolted on the chassis, After receiving three coats of
primer and eleven coats of paint, exterior fixtures such as the bumpers
and headlights.are installed. Final step is customizing the interior with
special seats, AM§FM tape cassette player and paneling. .-

The end result is about 500 pounds heavier than the original Mustang
and gets about 15 miles per gallon in city driving — although mileage is
not a prime consideration for customers buying a $565,900 automobile

(rolden Spirits are available in three colors — beige, dark blue and red
< and there is only one option: a turbocharger for.the engine. “lf'thev (ry
to change something, they'll only be downgrading what we've already
done,” Robert Zimmer sayvs of any customer interest in additional
alterations,

Once past the qudlllv control inspectors, who occasionally include Bob
Zimmer, the autos aré sold through a national nétwork of 17 dealers.
Zimmer does not sell directly to the public,

Locally, the Golden Spirit is distributed through Bradford Molorcars
Inc.. which has its main showroom at Griffin Road and 1-85 in Dania

“Our customers want a unigue car with the basic look of the 30s, but
able to be used for today's driving sayvs Chuck Ernst, Bradford's
chairman. -

Bradford represents a dozen exotic auto manufacturers and has
already sold ten Golden Spirite.

Krnst rates Zimmer Motor Cars as one of the top three manufacturers
in termis of quality and desirability of product. The auto industry annual
World Cars 1980 counted 17 exotie manufacturers in the United States
last year along with the domestic Big Five (American Motors, Chrysler,
Ford, General Motors' and anksmlqln). |

the two major production steps in manufac-

LONDON -~ British Levland, the stgte-owned administrations

British auto giant, savs that it lost $875.7 million last
yvear. more than three times its loss in 197 :

Despite the loss of more than a millign British
pounds a day, BL chairman Sir Michael Edwardes
said: 1 believe BL is moving out of the trough

Edwardes said that the company which since

1975 has received $4.7 billion from successive British
to prevent (s
continue to lose money for another (wo years, but that
prospects looked brighter for the tuture

He blamed the losses in
of competitiveness, high interest rates
British goods expensive
Aemand, and what he termed unfair foreigh compets
tion, particularly from Japan and Spain

BL has repeatedly pressed for negotiation with

The other two companies high on Krnst's list also produce autos
resembling those of the 1930s: Excalibur Automobile Corp. of South
Milwaukee, Wis., (reportedly the oldest and largest in the industry) and
(Clenet Coachworks Inc. of Santa Barbara, Calif.

Exotic cars, Ernst contends, can be a practical investment. The
original Clenet, introduced in 1977 for $37,000, was produced in a limited
edition of 250. Today, a 1977 model fetches up to $85.000. This year s

Japan, with Spain and

would countries who trade unfairly

collapse
vear,” sald Edwardes,
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Above, Zimmer workers sand
down a ‘Golden Spirit’ body
prior to painting. At left, work-
ers mold fiberglass body parts.
Below, the front end of a Spirit
dries after receiving one of
eleven coats of paint,

Golden Spirit, Ernst says, will enjoy a similar appreciation,

Who buys a Zimmer Golden Spirit?

‘A wealthy Individual with substantial means to atford such a car.
says Robert Zimmer. “A person looking for something that sets him or
her apart

“There arealot of Mercedes, Rolls Rovees and Cadillaes on the road
The Golden Spirit is something different ™

land says its losses have trebled

(last bloe)
collectively

HL's recovery hopes wore pinned on the new, fuel
economy Mint Metro which, Edwardes said, 18 now
the hest-seller in Britain with 10 percent of the
market

Domestic sales at that level, even without exports
put the Metro ahead ol the break-even point, sald

g Fdwardes
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Hons, down $885.20 million dver the voear
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